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Just Published, Price £1. 3s.

SECOND EDITION,

WITH CORRECTIONS AND NUMEROUS ADDITIONS,

OF THE

NOBLE GAME OF BILLIARDS;

WHEREIN ARE EXHIBITED

EXTRAORDINARY AND SURPRISING STROKES, WHICH HAVE
EXCITED THE ADMIRATION OF MOST OF THE

Sopereigns of Curope.

————
Translated from the French of the celebrated

M. IYIINGAUD,

Q \ﬂ FORMERLY CAPITAINE D’INFANTERIE IN THE SERVICE OF FRANCE.
el R———

Dedicated, by Permission, to
THE MOST NOBLE THE MARQUIS OF CLEVELAND.
e —
Tars Work is elegantly got up, and comprises 43 well executed Copper-plates;
with Directions for performing, with precision, nearly 70 of the most masterly
Strokes, of all the celebrated Proficients of the present day. It is, in this respect, a
great desideratum, to all the Admirers of this elegant Diversion ;—no Work having
appeared, in the English Language, which can be compared with it, for the Beauty

and Precision of its Rules and Illustrations ; and none which comprise the great
Improvements and Discoveries, made in the Game, within the last Twenty years.

LONDON :

TRANSLATED AND PUBLISHED BY JOHN THURSTON, . . N
BILLIARD TABLE MANUFACTURER, 14, CATHERINE-STREET, STRAND;
AND TO BE HAD OF ALL BOOKSELLERS.

1831.

AW EXTENSIVE ASSORTMENT OF BILLIARD TABLES ALWATYS ON SALN.
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RECOMMENDATIONS Of THE WORK.

¢ Who so competent to translate Captain Mingaud as Mr. Thurston, whose own excel-
lently constructed Tables afford facility and certainty for the execution of the finest strokes?
The Work itself is eminently entitled to the attention of Billiard-players.—————Upon the
game, as previously played, Captain Mingaud has made some extraordinary improvements,
insomuch that we considered them impossible, and deferred noticing the book till enquiry
satisfied us of their reality.——————We are bound seriously to say that it is an exhibition
of science altogether wonderful. In practice we are inclined to think most of the appa-
parently impossible hazards may be made even by players of no great pretensions; and we
aré sure that by trying them they will become better adepts in the game.————The
lessons upon these achievements are not only useful, but very curious and interesting, and
the results produced such as cannot be believed without actual proof, shewing performances
hitherto deemed contrary to the rules of motion in bodies.”—ThE LITERARY GAZETTE,

¢ Here is a work that may be expected, sooner ot later, to produce something like a re-
volution in the whole style of play, and consequently in the general character of the game.
Captain Mingaud has here given directions and diagrams, by a due attention to which cer-
tain strokes may be performed, which at first sight mdy seem almost ludicrously imprac-
ticable, but every one of which may in fact be executed, and the most difficult of which
we ourselves have seen executed repeatedly. Some few of these strokes are perhaps known
in this country ; but the greater part of them will be found entirely new to English players.

¢ To the Owners of private tables in particalér, we wonld recommend this Book, as an
appendage almost as necessary to their table as a marking-board.”—Tue Court Jour~ar.

¢ The English-Player is indebted to Mr. Tharstoh for mmking M acquainted with a
work so much esteemed on the continent: Fhe numerous plates (41) supply him with
abundant examples of difficult strokes, on which to exercise his utmost skill and nicety.”—
THE ATHENEUM.

¢« Captain Mingaud, the muthor of the original work, hds there, i & serfes of diagrams
and directions, proved the practicability of certain strokes which an inexperienced player
would pronounce ¢ impossible ;> and the majority of these strokes will be altogether new
to English players.

¢ Knowledge of such points as are illustrated in this Treatise would materially improve the
general play, and consequently attach to the (Game even mote importance thaw it now pos-
sesses.

¢ Mr. Thurston’s Translation, we should mention, is ina handsome form, and must, sooner
or later, find its way into the rooms of amateursplayers.”—Tre Mrrnor.

¢ Mr. Mingaud a fait un bon onvrage en tons les coups sent oxplqués avéc elarté et d6-
montrés a I’ aide de figares. Aussi le saccés du manuel de Mr. Mingaud, a—t—il 666 trds
rand. C’est ce méme manuel dont Mt. Thurston vient de donner au public Anglais un
excellente traduction, o) P on trouve pas moihe dé qtstamte trois pliviches parfatfemient exé-
cutées. S’il appartenait 4 quelqu’un de se charger de cette traduction en Angleterre
¢ était bien & Mr. Thurston des ateliers du quel sont sortis les meilleurs billards qui soient
a Londres. L®ouvrage de Mr. Thurston, dédié au Marquis de Cleveland, a été imprimé
avec beaucoup de luxe.”—LE Furer pe Loxpres.

« This Work exhibiting the strokes which so sarprised their Majesties, is one of the
greatest treats that the Billiard-Player has probably ever received, and we may add, thut
it is calculated greatly to extend the Science of the Game.

¢ Several of the Strokes delineated are exceedingly curious, and really quite astonishing.”
—Tue CouRikr.

PrintED BY T. S. CrARKE, 45, ST. JOHN-SQUARE.
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THE MOST NOBLE
THE MARQUIS OF CLEVELAND,
&e. &e. &e.

THE FOLLOWING WORK,

ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE HIGH CAPABILITIES OF THE FAVOURITE

. -~

Game of Billiards,

Ld

AND OF THE DEXTERITY AND SKILL OF A -
Mot eminent faster,
IS, BY PERMISSION, INSCRIBED,

BY HIS LORDSHIP’S MOST OBEDIENT,

VERY HUMBLE AND OBLIGED SERVANT,

JOHN THURSTON.






ADVERTISEMENT OF M. MINGAUD.

Tae first Billiard Table known in France was of a Triangular form.
It was introduced at the CHATEAU DE Brois, during the residence of
Henry III.

It was called * THE NoBLE GAME oF BiLriamrps;” probably,
from the Prince being the first who practised it, as a regular Diver- .
sion. It was not less entitled to this high designation, on account of
its intrinsic excellence, and the interest excited by its various and

complicated operations.

From whatever cause, this Game has formed, and will ever
continue to form, the Amusement of all ranks of Society, as well as
of the Sovereigns of France. It combines Utility with Pleasure ;—
exercising the Body, and affording.a most agreeable relaxation; whilst,
at the same time, it calls forth all our Skill and Address. In such
general estimation is it held, that every one, in the present day, de-
sires to be acquainted with it. '

MM. Persicors and Esporarp have enjoyed in France, the
highest reputation at this Game ; but they have made few Additions
to what was before known. To the Auther of this Work, are to be
ascribed the brilliant Discoveries of Modern Times.

a2






PREFACE..

To France we are indebted for the elegant and interesting
Game, which it is the object of the following pages to illus-
trate. In its infancy it presented to the polite circles of So-
ciety an Amusement, which combined the interests of Hazard
with the exercise of Skill and Address. It was speedily hailed,
as a favourite Diversion, at the Court of Henry III., of France;
and was thence communicated to all the Courts of Modern
Europe. '

Practice and experience have imparted to the Game
itself, what they alone can confer upon the Practitioner. To
the novice it would appear as, peculiarly, a Game of ac-
cidents and chances; but experience has enabled us to deter-
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mine the effects of innumerable Strokes, with amazing preci-
sion ; and has conferred on the Play the interest of Science,
and the accomplishment of Art.

Many Noblemen and Gentlemen, at home and abroad,
had acquired great skill and reputation at the Table; and
every proficient had his collectanea of rules, directions, and
advices, before the growing interest of this elegant Pastime
had called for regular Treatises, pointing out the different
modes of play, laying down general rules, and -tracing the
systematic operations of which the Game is susceptible.

Such Works, however, have, for many years, been cir-
¢qlated and. studied, both on the Continent and in England. -
The Practical Treatise of E. WHITE, Esq. of which a new edi-
tion was published in 1818, comprises nearly all that was
known or approved on the subject, at the time of its .compi-
lation. This Work deservedly maintains its reputation, as a
systematic Treatise; but, like every other work, now in use,
it has been left behind by the great improvements, and strik-
ing discoveries, which have been since made by the great
masters of the Game. '

To supply this deficiency was the object of the Pub-
"lication of M. Mincaup; who justly claims the merit of
¢ the most brilliant discoveries of modern times;” and who
has thus conferred on his Nation the honaur of perfecting,
in addition to that of introducing, an elegant Diversion, which
has obtained the patronage, and commanded the admiration,
of the most elevated and polished societies of Europe.
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Fully impressed with the 'great merits of M. Mix-
GAup’s Illustrations, the Translator has felt anxious to lay
them before the British Public. He is aware that, to the
novice, many of the strokes, the effects of which are de-
scribed in the Work, may appear impracticable. ' He has,
however, not only had the satisfaction of seeing them per-
formed on his own Tables, at his Ware-rooms, 14, Cathe-
rine Street, Strand, by M. MINGAUD himself; but has been

surprised to perceive, how readily the results have followed, -

when attempted, according to the Rules laid down, by Gen-
tlemen who boasted no superiority of skill. 5

JOHN THURSTON.

14, Catherine Street, Slrand.
- dpril, 1850,

LA






ADVERTISEMENT TO THE SECOND EDITION.

Tae rapid Sale of the first Edition of M. Mingaud’s Diagrams, and the press-
ing call for a Second Edition, within a few months after the original publication,
have more than justified the sanguine expectations of the Translator, and evince

the high estimation in which the Work is already held by the Public.

No professions of the Author,—no reiterated assurances of the Translator,
could possibly have advanced or maintained the reputation of a novel system of
play. Experience, the grand test of merit, and the criterion of truth, could
alone sustain the pretensions of such a System. Accordingly, since the pub-
lication of the first Edition, the Strokes of M. Mingaud have been daily sub-
mitted to this test by amateurs and professors in town and country. The re-
sult of which is, that the Translator has been honoured with a vast number of
communications from Noblemen and Gentlemen, eminently skilled in the Game,

expressive of the highest admiration and the warmest applause.

To those Noblemen and Gentlemen the Translator begs leave to present
his grateful and respectful acknowledgments, as also to the Public in general, for
their very favourable reception, and liberal patronage, of his humble efforts. His
gratitude he has further attempted to express by numerous corrections, and by

incessant endeavours to render this Edition as perfect as possible.

If any Gentleman should doubt the practicability of any of the strokes
laid down in the following Diagrams, let him rest assured that they are daily
performed by others with certainty and precision ; and let him repeat his en-
deavours.
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Topocket the Blue. strike yourball two thirds full in the

centre.b to the right . For N0 2 strike yourball/} at the bottom.

The same for the yellow & the Red . striking yourball from the
“opposite side.
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.v.g/—o—/?lcyk W/at the llack nark on the /ﬁ'amtééon;wna/' Zo frocket ecther
ﬁal&yow /ileam: _ 2.

Topocket the Red, strike your ball 3//,.all on the right side. §
with force sufficient to double the ball. ForN°2 strikeyourball .
/4 rine &low. Forthe Yellow 74 tothe Loft with strength emough | <'
torcturn to the banlk Forthe Blue,strike yourball in the same
manner,using strength suafficient to double it.
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Topocket N?2 yon mustincline to theapper cushion.at a foot from
the right pocket.Strike ahalfball onthe right sidewith strength swffioent
to enter the banlk. Play at the Red %/, from the same sidekalittle stronger.
The Yellow must be pocketed.withont hitting the vpper cushion strike the blow
between the ball & the cashion . tonching the cashion before the ball.TheBlne
is played as the Red. striking your ball from the opposite side .
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. ‘ Cue a little tothe side of the onc yor intend topocket first.
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Strike A :"Jk'gk, n the centre . with moderate .r[n’rg’ﬂb, @t the
- cushion as bhe cue directe; &-yla’c}g/ wethdraw your kand, to make
" VOLhkop over the other balis.




‘Digitized by GOOS[Q



Sofplay N7 { and o frocket the Kool ithout touching the ther bulls

i Sredee M’],llgh o the left as the mm&ywkg withdraw
it Jouwr hand, to make N1 hop over the obher balls.
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‘/1’.;/’;./, on N° 2

== = Trll B e S

1o carambole on the Red, strike yowr ball low & attack N?2.almost
#ull. Forthe Blue. strike 3/} The same forthe Vellowbnt a litle

:t'rangcr. These strokes are done by aIwist.
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Zopocket the Yellow.strike the blow learing to the right. For V22

play in the same manner.at 2 hreches from theBlne. I%e same,

for theRed, pa/.'ﬂ'nf 4 [nohes from the Blune. Hold the cre nearly
perpendicnlar.

These Angles N?1. 2. 3.are thepoints at which
to arm & are not the exact conrse of'the ball
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./oﬁéyﬂ”/m%a to carambole.and tofockelectlzet LAt

WW/}MMW#&MWMJ// _ 4.

7o pocket N? 2, strike yourball on the top &tothe right.Forthe Red. tonck

1t on the top.in. the centre &to the lef, For the Blue. strike yorur ball
/ leéning' to the left.
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To/ "7/'/4@[ mm% 2 and 7 carambole.on ectter % Yhe batls.

7o carambole on the Yellow attack ¥? 2 '%4 fall. wzwkiriyyom"
ball high: on the mght.lo make it on tte Red.strke NP2.hall
fall.&on the same manrwrp'la‘ymy with aliitle more strength .
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Tomake it on the blue.yon maust pocket N°2 tn the
oorner, striking your ball % low &tothe right. For
* the Red.strike 3 high tothe left. Forthe Yellow.
strike in the centre of the Ball &slacken the blow .
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Joﬁéy»%”lmdy Nedl, and 6 caramnt-otle on SV ° K, wheot 44 (o

frorl of the table.
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[w | 72es stroke, which Ls one of the prettiest,cannot bemade nntrl younhave
_ ‘!\‘my placed N? 2.
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./oﬁay«/l/.”/ o N2 lomake a ] Slroke 2o ? feercecs '1'/;/7/;4/%&% of the Livo
c - )
lall ¢ /owéeﬁ'af //'?J/?gﬂt;fe'/)ﬂﬂ/?//' Aecede Z'a/wo{fl' ecther %%{ or itz /zﬂ“ . es

To perso thisvou must poclcet‘)V O in the middle pocket.strik tngyonr
\

ball 5 flow. Fourthe Red toenter first. streke  wn the same manner

but gaite low. That V02 | " av enterfirst playa little stronger.
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Io make this. stroke of seven,yon mast poalat)l’? 2. streking yoorball

high.& alittle on the rght N2 must be struck full .
2B. Another way to play s, ts lo sirike the Cuskwon first about ome inck
on, this sude of N:°2.
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;11 To make this stroke, strikeyoumr ball high on the right side.b attack 1
V22 nearly fall; this is by a hard blow, striking N2Z on the right. -
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WM Aon NG 2and to makeas M/n/Mﬁ:MVyZ%ayéiz‘

To perform this.strikeyonrball on the top alittie
20 the right, and attack N?2.3/4 fall and alittle
on the left side.This is done byahard blow.
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1 Topocket the Red, strike your own ball on the 11‘ )
extreme of e right side, and aim 6 Inches to the left of the Hat. N
tholining the butt end of the Cue close toyow. _ : 1
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':‘\ To make this carambole.attack N°2 %, falll on the left side; strike |||
Il - |
l“l‘ M JyoarBall at the bottom , with strength enoagh totrple the Tabie. \ J'
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J@}/ZM/M the Red ballto focket it in the corner procket

Toperform this, strike at the Red, and snddenly draw back yomr Cae. Strike
yourBall high .and with mack strength. '
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y’:/L/a} ‘/Vo ‘/ onthe %eaé and 16 Leore 7

" Attack the Red topocket it in the

middle pocket,sm'lu'ny your ball high on thelert
stde.This cannot be ettected 1r'theRed be

not pocketed.
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Strike V2150 as tomake it jrmp over N?2,and

elongate the strokethat V72 may follow the Ball played .
NBThis ball must 3e struck 3. full on the: lop & touck V02,
w Mz’ng'owr so that V.71 & the Red are holed. inthe corner pocket.
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/.//wzl%aﬂa/a/}u{fam7 ,?4

;;: i Strike N1 1ll &very low.guickly dmwing back yourCue . ' l !

This is what the Fnglish call Twisting back. v i
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W,‘Aﬁ/ow Zhe %ea{ and 1 score [ on the dowllet:

5.

4 Afttack theRed halffall,soas to
pocket it tn the centre, strike yourball Y4 and onthe lert.

- The Red ball mast strike the right onshion first,&then donble: awerto <(
the lert middle pocket. \
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%M/m/%z andl toSoore 5.
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Attack NoZ half fall on the right side.with force

satficient to triple the Iable, This ts done by a kard blow .
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o/v/w/ ./’/ 7 ow whech hﬂwwwwmtamc/oé

To carambole on the Red you mast strcheyonr ball -"/4 lowon the left
stde & aim an Inoh to the right of the Red ball . The same forN°2 aiming
/2 an inckh tothe right.
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T2 carambole on the Red, draw back your own ball in an casy stroke on N?2,from
the opposite sude, strikeyourball ¥, liphonthe rfght, with strength enongh to
tryple theball . The same for the Red to N° 2 using the opposite sude.
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, ..Z/bh/./’{”/m the Ked.and Z‘o/{'m7&a/ dowllet.

Toperform thisplay theRed low.bpockel it in the middle

/ﬁll\

of the left cushion . strike your ball % low.& make your

Cue trple the ball .

/..‘Nl.h.
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Strike your own ball W,&MWEW Aard,on dargh.fnp@a}g' ;‘;,’1
N2, to the left, strike your ball lo»;owabr%lt. ‘

:
.
W
.
g
I
a1
s e T .
- T e e
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%A/ 1 and 2o carambote

................................................................

Tomake this strokeyom mastpals behind NP2, tonoh the cushion first.and
strekeyomr ball Low on the right sids.
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Streke your ball nearly on the top.on the right, holding the cue
almost perpendicalar
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'% ./1/’"/ on the %M lo mmake y carambotle nitbhout the
/Zea// /,a/yy/ l%e//%ua/a/é (f the 7o 33.

|‘l |
|| s vztonon dhe righe. This s ottt a dead 4 1
| srkese-gtriis made. the cue is drawn back i
| ety 5. By the Re etz not peiing s miite - .
| postes gryon mifsa hazardisnor &t firgour i
I aedversary. _

r

\ ' " I
r 1
- |
IS . g -
i . i1
W 4 . e i‘“ ‘
i ::1 | ]
) , 1.
| 2 :‘ |
| ! . “] i
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j"

Aty

" To effect this strokeyoumast hold the left hand very high.strike your
ball ¥4 tagh& make it hop over the Red,to leave your own ball in die

cureles

o by N wpron the Red. 0 frocke? o by the dowllet §70 pelain te
white i'n the smalld ccrcle. S,
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Toplasy N o N .20 ook the thiee cusheons §2o carambole without
/mmﬂwydem o/ chodkh flaced on theped latl.

Iy

= Artack #7294 Fine:
striking your ball high ba littlo to ¥he

n'gkt.Ibuoh the three cushions as

marked.fmake your ball die away onthered.
8. This stroke teaohes the angles & thereqaisite strength. o

................................
.........................
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ﬁéy%/m%&wwwtwjk M&W/‘ymww/u
m%&m/éwta/& g6

To perform this.strike your ball %/}, low.either to the
right or left . B.This will be ofgreat advantage to the

Pool player whose own ball inmany sach cases ts safe
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Tomake this stroke yon must attack the Red half

12ll. strike yonrball low & to the left.giving strength
safficient to trople the ball.

ol
|
i““

i
|

I

I
(RN
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%M/m%w rarambole, without the balt, /Lzaj,w W

‘ ‘ Attack ¥°2, to pocket itin the comerpocket,strike V21, “
i J‘

1
i
HW very snddenly & low,in orderthat the ball may hop round the hat. i
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So WV’/W/’@?W@ crambole ywithowl ectter %WW o b

WWWM MW%M‘ S X

Dmw back on N?2. and strrke yoaréall alittie to
the right , so as to make it glide over the Cloth, &pocket V2.
BB Called by the Bnglish alwist.
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Tadle; having your back tnrned towards the tableand scove 7.
I

' Place a ball on the Groand.take it between yonrfeet.&throw it on thq

28. The ball showld fall about the spot Markeed
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